
 

 

The Sylvia Pankhurst  

Memorial Committee  
 
A Statue for Sylvia Pankhurst – the Socialist Suffragette 

We are crowdfunding on: 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sylviastatue 
 

The campaign website is www.gn.apc.org/sylviapankhurst 

Find us on www.facebook.com/astatueforsylvia and  

follow us on Twitter @sylviastatue 

You can also donate on line at https://donorbox.org/a-statue-for-sylvia-pankhurst 

Cheques should be made payable to “SERTUC (Sylvia Pankhurst)” and sent to 

Megan Dobney, SERTUC, Congress House, Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS 

Contact us 01479 851306 or 07952 771451 and Philippa.clark@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Why we are raising funds to erect a statue to  

Sylvia Pankhurst? 

You may know about Sylvia the suffragette but perhaps be unaware that she doesn’t feature 

on the existing memorial to the suffragettes. 

Sylvia wrote the definitive history of the suffragette movement and her name is primarily as-

sociated with the fight for votes for women. What is less well known is her active involve-

ment in socialist causes both domestic and international. 

Sylvia trained as an artist. Whilst painting and thus documenting working class women in fac-

tories, mills and potteries she wrote; 

“Mothers came to me with their wasted little ones. I saw starvation look at me from 

patient eyes. I knew then that I should never return to my art.” 

Sylvia was in fact expelled from the Women’s Social and Political Union by her sister, 

Christabel, endorsed by her mother Emmeline. This is why she is not represented on the me-

morial to them and the women imprisoned during the campaign for women’s suffrage (despite 

Sylvia also being imprisoned and force fed) in Victoria Tower Gardens, adjacent to the House 

of Lords. 

They were opposed to her determination to improve the conditions of the working class, to 

her involvement with the trade union movement and her belief that campaigning for votes for 

women should not be suspended during the First World War. Emmeline and Christabel disa-

greed – they felt they should be supporting the war effort and should cease campaigning for 



 

 

its duration. The final straw was Sylvia speaking in defence of James Larkin, Leader of the 

Irish TGWU and the workers subjected to the Dublin Lock out of 1913. 

This is why Sylvia merits a statue in London... and it will be beautiful! It will represent Syl-

via’s commitment to peace and her fight against racism, fascism and imperialism; her work 

with trade unions, fighting for the impoverished working class in the East End of London and 

her campaigning for votes for women.  

We are delighted to have the support of Islington Council and the Corporation of the City of  

London to raise the statue on Clerkenwell Green, London – now we urgently need £70,000 to 

make this happen. 

Why Clerkenwell Green? 

London’s first May Day march, organised by the London Trades Councils, set off from the 

Green in 1890 and still does. It was the site of Chartist gatherings, rallies supporting Irish 

freedom and the Tolpuddle Martyrs. 

The Green is home to the Marx Memorial Library, a meeting place for many progressive 

causes in the nineteenth century. In 1933 it was established as an educational centre for work-

ing men and women, highlighting the barbarism of fascists burning books in Germany. It 

houses the archives of the International Brigade and the Bernal Peace collection. This is 

where the book of donors to the statue will be kept. 

Dubbed the “headquarters of republicanism, revolution and ultra non-conformity” Clerken-

well Green will be an excellent site for the statue. 

What you can do 

The objective is to see the statue erected, however we have always wanted the process to be 

important – raising the issues, values and causes espoused by Sylvia Pankhurst. These remain 

as relevant today as when she “fought to struggle to right the wrong”.  

Please let people know about the campaign and become part of it, fundraising, publicising, 

speaking to individuals and organisations. We can supply you with information and possibly a 

speaker. We will welcome news of what you are doing in your locality so that we can share, 

on social media, to inspire and reach out as widely as possible with our message of Sister-

hood, Socialism and Solidarity on Facebook and Twitter.  

We do hope you will add your support. Thank you for taking the time to read this. 

 

The Sylvia Pankhurst Memorial Committee 

Philippa Clark, Mary Davis, Megan Dobney, Barbara Switzer 


